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CONFIDENTIAL MONTREAL 1305 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PEFR, AG, CA 

SUBJECT: L' AFFAIRE ZEGHAR 

REF: ALGIERS 1891 

1 . IN QUEBEC IT IS "L'AFFAIRE DALILA" OR L' AFFAIRE MASCHINO." 

DESPITE ENORMOUS COVERAGE OF STORY IN BOTH ANGLOPHONE AND FRANCOPHONE 
MEDIA (PRESS AND TV) HERE, ZEGHAR'S NAME ALMOST UNKNOWN AS MANY 
REFERENCES ARE SIMPLY TO "HER BROTHER". EMPHASIS HERE HAS BEEN ON 
SOAP OPERA ASPECTS OF YOUNG WIFE TAKEN FROM HUSBAND (COMPLETE WITH 
TEXTS OF LETTERS AND TELEPHONE CALL), FRONT-PAGED WITH KX. STORY 
HAS BEEN PLAYED TO HILT, EVEN WHEN THERE NOTHING NEW TO REPORT. 

EXCEPT BY LE DEVOIR WHICH MORE CONSERVATIVE IN COVERAGE. 

2. POLITICAL FACET OF STORY HAS REVOLVED NOT REPEAT NOT AROUND 
ZEGHAR'S POSITION IN ALGERIA BUT FACT THAT, DESPITE OFFICIAL STATE- 
MENTS OF CONCERN, NEITHER FEDERAL NOR PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
APPARENTLY DOING MUCH CONSTRUCTIVE ABOUT THE MATTER. GOC HAS 
NOTED THAT IT CANNOT "PROTECT" A NONCITIZEN AND QUEBEC GOVERNMENT 
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CONTINUES TO "STUDY" WHETHER THERE IS SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE TO 
WARRANT BRINGING CRIMINAL CHARGES. LA PRESSE ALSO CARRIED ITEM 
DATELINED PARIS TO EFFECT AMBASSADOR PELLETIER HAD MADE QUICK 
TRIP TO OTTAWA TO CONSULT ON MATTER. SUCH ITEMS FALL ON INSIDE 
PAGES. HUMAN INTEREST ASPECT IS THE ATTENTION-GRABBER. WE DO 
NOT RECALL ANY EDITORIAL COMMENT ON SUBJECT. 
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3. LA PRESS HAS ALSO GIVEN CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION TO DALILA 
MASCHINO'S FATHER-IN-LAW, JOURNALIST IN PARIS, WHO HAS 
APPARENTLY MADE PRESS WAVES THERE, REPEATED HERE. AS NOTED ABOVE, 
HOWEVER, ALGERIAN PRINCIPLAS HAVE BEEN PRETTY WELL IGNORED. 
HARPER 
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